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IELTS Writing Task 1 Questions 
 

A. Line graph 

1. The graph below shows UK acid rain emissions, measured in millions of 

tones, from four different sectors between 1990 and 2007. 

 
 

2. The graph below gives information about car ownership in Britain from 

1971 to 2007. 

http://ielts-simon.com/.a/6a0120a5bb05d8970c0120a8cfa023970b-pi
http://ielts-simon.com/.a/6a0120a5bb05d8970c0133f08ccc2a970b-pi


 

3. The graphs below show the numbers of male and female workers in 1975 

and 1995 in several employment sectors of the republic of Freedonia. 

 
 

4. The graph shows Underground Station Passenger Numbers in London. 

 



 

5. The graphs below show the Expenditure on Heath & Education, UAE as 

percentage of GDP and Infant mortality and life expectancy.  

 
 

6. The graph below compares the number of visits to two new music sites 

on the web.  

 



 

7. The graph and table below give information about water use worldwide 

and water consumption in two different countries.  

 
 

8. The graph below shows the rate of smoking per 1000 people in Someland 

from 1960 to 2000.  

 



 

9. The line graph below gives information on cinema attendance in the UK.  

 
 

10. The graph below shows the unemployment rates in the US and Japan 

between March 1993 and March 1999.  

 
 



 

B. Bar Chart  

1. The charts below show the levels of participation in education and science 

in developing and industrialized countries in 1980 and 1990. 

 

http://ielts-simon.com/.a/6a0120a5bb05d8970c0133f4d59ded970b-pi


 

2. The chart below shows the amount of leisure time enjoyed by men and 

women of different employment status. 

 
 

3. The diagram below shows the average hours of unpaid work per week 

done by people in different categories. (Unpaid work refers to such 

activities as childcare in the home, housework and gardening.) 

 



 

4. The chart shows the number of mobile phones and landlines per 100 

people in selected countries. 

 
 

5. The bar chart below shows the results of a survey conducted by a 

personnel department at a major company. The survey was carried out on 

two groups of workers: those aged from 18-30 and those aged 45-60, and 

shows factors affecting their work performance. 

 



 

6. The chart below shows estimated world illiteracy rates by region and by 

gender for the year 2000. 

 
 

7. The graph below shows information on employment rates across 6 

countries in 1995 and 2005. 

 



 

8. The figure shows the results of a survey of 1000 adolescents in five 

different countries. The participants were asked at what age they believed 

certain rights and responsibilities should be granted to young people. 

 
 

9. The table below shows the figures (in thousand) for imprisonment in five 

countries between 1930 and 1980. 

 



 

10. The chart below shows the amount of money per week spent on fast 

foods in Britain. The graph shows the trends in consumption of fast 

foods. 

 
Fig: (Pence Per Person) 

 
 



 

C. Pie Chart  

1. The pie chart below shows the proportion of different categories of 

families living in poverty in UK in 2002. 

 
2. The following pie charts show the results of a survey into the most 

popular leisure activities in the United States of America in 1999 and 

2009. 

 

 
 



 

3. The given pie charts compare the expenses in 7 different categories in 

1966 and 1996 by American Citizens. 

 

 



 

4. The pie chart below shows information on the highest level of education 

of women in Someland in 1945 and 1995.  

 
 

 



 

5. The pie charts below show the average household expenditures in a 

country in 1950 and 2010. 

 
 

6. The two graphs show the main sources of energy in the USA in the 1980s 

and the 1990s. 

 



 

7. The pie charts below give data on the spending and consumption of 

resources by countries of the world and how the population is distributed. 

 
8. The pie chart gives information on UAE government spending in 2000. 

The total budget was AED 315 billion. 

 



 

9. The graphs show changes in spending habits of people in the UK between 

1971 and 2001. 

 

 



 

10. The pie charts show the average consumption of food in the world in 

2008 compared to two countries; China and India. 

 
D. Table 

1. The table below gives information about the underground railway 

systems in six cities. 

 
 

http://ielts-simon.com/.a/6a0120a5bb05d8970c0147e2f6c162970b-pi


 

2. The table below shows the proportion of different categories of families 

living in poverty in Australia in 1999. 

 
 

3. The chart below shows average hours and minutes spent by UK males 

and females on different daily activities. 

 
 

http://ielts-simon.com/.a/6a0120a5bb05d8970c015434c9f23f970c-pi
http://ielts-simon.com/.a/6a0120a5bb05d8970c0133ece0cc24970b-pi


 

4. The table below gives information on consumer spending on different 

items in five different countries in 2002. 

Percentage of national consumer expenditure by category - 2002 

 
5. The table below gives information about the underground railway 

systems in six cities. 

Underground Railways Systems 

City Date opened Kilometres of route Passengers per 

year 

(in  millions) 

London 1863 394 775 

Paris 1900 199 1191 

Tokyo 1927 155 1927 

Washington DC 1976 126 144 

Kyoto 1981   11   45 

Los Angeles 2001   28   50 

 

http://ielts-simon.com/.a/6a0120a5bb05d8970c0148c78b1eaf970c-pi


 

6. The table below shows the consumer durables (telephone, refrigerator, 

etc.) owned in Britain from 1972 to 1983. 

 

Consumer durables 1972 1974 1976 1978 1979 1981 1982 1983 

Percentage of 

households: 

 - -  -  - - -  -  - 

Central heating 33 43 48 52 55 59 60 64 

Television 93 95 96 96 97 97 97 98 

Video - - - - - -  - 18 

Vacuum cleaner 87 89 92 92 93 94 95  - 

Refrigerator 73 81 88 91 92 93 93 94 

Washing machine 73 81 88 91 92 93 93 94 

Dishwasher  - - - 3 3 4 4 5 

Telephone 42 50 54 60 67 75 76 77 

 



 

7. The chart below shows the sleep patterns of people in five different 

occupations according to a Canadian study.  

asleep:   awake:     

  

Occupation Student Truck 

Driver 

Full-

time 

mother 

Business 

Executive 

Doctor 

6-7 pm           

7-8 pm           

8-9 pm           

9-10 pm           

10-11 pm           

11-12 pm           

12-1 am           

1-2 am           

2-3 am           

3-4 am           

4-5 am           

5-6 am           

6-7 am           

7-8 am           

8-9 am           

9-10 am           

10-11 am           

11-12 am           

12-1 pm           

1-2 pm           

2-3 pm           

3-4 pm           

4-5 pm           

5-6 pm           

 



 

8. The table below provides information on rental charges and salaries in 

three areas of London. 

               Weekly rents per property (Ã/w)           Salaries needed (Ã/year) 

 
 

9. The graph below shows the Alcohol-related deaths in 7 different 

countries and the average beer consumption in 2005. 

 



 

10. The table below gives information about Favorite Pastimes in different 

countries. 

 

 



 

E. Process  

1. The diagram below shows how the Australian Bureau of Meteorology 

collects up- to-the-minute information on the weather in order to produce 

reliable forecasts. 

 

http://ielts-simon.com/.a/6a0120a5bb05d8970c0133f432ca94970b-pi


 

2. The diagram below shows the water cycle, which is the continuous 

movement of water on, above and below the surface of the Earth. 

 
 

3. The diagram below shows the process by which bricks are manufactured 

for the building industry. 

 

http://ielts-simon.com/.a/6a0120a5bb05d8970c014e60c42739970c-pi


 

4. The diagram below shows the typical stages of consumer goods 

manufacturing, including the process by which information is fed back to 

earlier stages to enable adjustment. 

 



 

5. The flowchart below shows the process involved in completing the work 

experience requirement for university students. 

 



 

6. The diagram below shows the stages and equipment used in the cement-

making process, and how cement is used to produce concrete for building 

purposes. 

 

 



 

7. The diagrams below show the life cycle of the silkworm and the stages in 

the production of silk cloth. 

 

 



 

8. The diagram below shows how a central heating system in a house works. 

 
 

9. The following diagram shows how greenhouse gases trap energy from the 

Sun. Write a report for a university lecturer describing the information 

shown in the diagram. 

 



 

10. The diagrams show a structure that is used to generate electricity from 

wave power. 

 

 
























































